Size distributions and sex ratios of colonizing lizards.
This paper reports the body size distributions and sex ratios of four species of phyrnosomatid lizard that colonized experimentally created density sinks. The experiments were conducted in western Colorado in 1992, and lizards colonizing the habitats in 1993 were compared to those removed in 1992 and those present in 1991. Lizards colonizing the density sinks were able to disperse from adjacent habitat. For two of the species (Urosaurus ornatus and Sceloporus undulatus), colonizing lizards were significantly smaller than either those removed in 1992 or those present in 1991. Two other species (S. graciosus and Uta stansburiana) showed no difference in the size distribution of colonizing and removed lizards. In addition, sex ratios of colonizing lizards did not differ from those removed in 1992 or present in 1991. The results of the experiments have implications for the dynamics of the target populations, rescue of local populations from extinction, the regional persistence of populations subject to turnover in patchy environments, and priority effects in colonization.